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mast take it for granted that wo cannot expect to meet with
success, and make up our minds for the worst. Our first feel-
ings will be disagreeable,.but the consequences will be terrible
to D'Eon. It is very humiliating to an exile to turn traitor.
He becomes an object of contempt,5 l

Even though tlie Count de Vergennes was tlms
engaged in determining the final disposal of D'Eon,
such was the opinion continued to be entertained of his
devotion to his country, of his abilities and usefulness,
tliat we see him recommended by that minister to the
new French ambassador in London, as being a man
fully competent to obtain information of which they
stood in need, and this at a time that France was still
guided by a feeling of hostility towards the rebels
against British authority in America,

The Count ds Vergennes to the Count de Guines.

< Versailles, June 23,1775.

* . . . You will be good enough, not to neglect any opportunity
for assuring Ms Britannic Majesty of the King's sentiments
towards him, and his wish for the establishment of the most
perfect understanding between them as sovereigns, on the basis
of the peace and friendship that so happily exists. The
principles of moderation and justice by which the King is
constantly guided, and which directs him in all his resolutionSj
should serve to reassure his Britannic Majesty on the nature of
our views, sought to be misrepresented by the enemies to public
peace. Far from desiring to take advantage of England's
difficulties under the present aspect of affairs in America, we
would rather be able to assist in extricating her. The spirit of
revolt, wherever it may break out, is always a dangerous
example. There are mental as well as physical maladies, and
both may become contagious. . . . We have no wish to carry
our precautions to such a point as to alarm the English. I
request that you will keep a strict watch over the changes we

1 June 21,1775.   Lomfoie, i. 419.n, and in no case must there be any allusion to his dis-
